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In The Big Inning 
Overview: The use of the word “Core” in relation to this year’s theme is not random. Core is defined as: 
“the central, innermost, or most essential part of anything.”  Don’t get hung up or be overwhelmed by the 
52 part. My list of 52 verses would probably be different as would yours. Let’s focus on the meaning of 
Core.  Our desire for this coming year is for you to get a good understanding to that which is the most 
essential part of our faith – the Core of what we believe. Using 17 of these 52 Core verses to get us into 
God’s word will help us do that. And what better place to start than at the beginning. 
 
Why I Picked This Verse: 1) Bible Project Emphasis on Creation; 2) Made sense to start at beginning; 3) 
My spiritual style of worship is creation. 
 
Video: BibleProject Creation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afVN-7vY0KA 
 
Segment Questions: (References are on back) 

Read Genesis 1:1-2  
• How reflective have you been about the creation? Has your thinking changed over the 

years?  
• What new thing(s) about creation did you learn from the Bible Project video? 

Read John 1:1-3, 14 & Colossians 1:15-17 
• How do you think John 1:1 came across to 1st Century believers? Is it a “missing puzzle 

piece” that was hidden to readers of the Old Testament? 
• How does learning that Jesus was there at creation become a game changer? 
• What do the verses from Colossians make clear? 

Read Ephesians 2:10  
• All of us are creative in some way. Where do you see your creativity best expressed?  
• What happens if we stifle or do not use our creative talents. 

 

Action Questions: 

• What activities or places most help you connect with creation? In what ways do you feel 
closer to God as a result? 

• Creation started perfect, but it has since fallen from that perfection. What are some ways 
that you can help restore God’s creative design to the world? 

 
Closing Personal Prayer:  

It is incredible to think that we can have a relationship with Jesus — the one who was there at Creation! 
The calling that you gave at creation has not been rescinded.  May we live according to the purposes 
which you have given us. May we see this beautiful creation through your eyes. Help us walk with you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afVN-7vY0KA


Introduction 
 

Although we are less than a month away from the end of the Major League Baseball season, this lesson 
has nothing to do with baseball. It’s just that Genesis 1:1 always reminds me of “baseball” — in the “big 
inning.” What would that be: five runs, a comeback, a grand slam?  Who knows?  But no matter how big a 
single inning can be, it won’t top the real beginning of Genesis 1. 
 
The Bible Project has opened my spiritual eyes in so many ways. One of the key themes that they so often 
come back to is creation. For the first 50 or so years of my Christian life, I viewed creation as an event. It 
was important yes, but I guess I didn’t see the clear connection of creation to the whole of the Biblical 
story. It seemed so big, so distant and it was a one-time thing. It was like, “okay, I accept that, now let’s 
get to the heart of how to live a Christian life that the rest of scripture talks about.”  
 
Then about six years ago the Bible Project came along, and they keep coming back to this theme of 
creation. As today’s summary video shows us creation was not a single event. It is a statement of purpose.  
 
God’s purpose is to share creation with his images so they can rest and rule it with him forever. 
 
Creation was not a one-time event. It was the spark that ignited an eternal flame. It influences every 
moment of my day!  
 
Mark Moore and Core52 have helped me see something else. We see the Trinity in these first verses of 
Genesis 1. It takes John 1:1 to make the full connection, but the triune nature of God is at the foundation 
of when time began.  
 
As we start this process of looking at Core Scriptures, let Genesis 1:1 be a reminder that God’s purpose for 
creating this world is a common thread that is carried out in the rest of the pages of Scripture. May we 
never forget where it all began…  It wasn’t a Big Bang…. It was a Be(i)g–Inning. 
 
 
 
Genesis 1:1-2 | In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and 
empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the 
waters. 
 
John 1:1-3, 14 | In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through him, and nothing was created 
except through him. So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing 
love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 
 
Ephesians 2:10 | For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 
good things he planned for us long ago. 
 
Colossians 1:15-17 | Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was 
created and is supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms 
and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, 
rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. 
He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. 
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