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Righteousness Revealed 
Overview: All Humanity is hopelessly trapped in sin and needs to be rescued.  That rescue, however, is not going 
to happen by people trying to obey the Law. Rather, God’s righteous character has moved him to rescue the 
world through Jesus’ death and resurrection so that he could create a faith-based, multi-ethnic family of 
Abraham based on faith in Jesus as his own new covenant people.  Paul says “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  For in 
the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last…. Paul is going to go 
on in Romans to show how this new family is a part of something much, much bigger that calls them to a whole 
new way of life together but it’s all going to be rooted in these core ideas explored in chapters 1-4. 

View Video: Bible Project | Romans Part 1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej_6dVdJSIU 

 
Segment Questions:  

• If you were in Paul’s courtroom, would you more likely be the jury? Prosecutor? Defendant?  Maybe all?   
• Do you ever feel superior to unbelievers, or Christians who are living less righteously than you? 
• 3:3 The Jews had God’s commands, promises, knowledge of his deeds, and His guidance.  Christians have 

all that and even more of God’s Word.  What were the Jews’ advantages and responsibilities? What are 
ours? 

• 3:22-25 God attributes Jesus’ righteousness to us when we are, in fact, fully guilty.  How does this 
demonstrate both God’s grace and His justice? 

• 4:3-5 Why was Abraham’s faith not a work that earned him the wage of righteousness? Why does 
trusting God to justify the ungodly glorify Him more than making them earn their acceptance? 

• 4:18-22 How do you think Abraham was able to resist the temptation to doubt God’s promise? What 
lesson is there to learn here?  What is the relationship between faith and hope for a Christian? 

Action Questions:  

• Are you trusting God to do anything specific in your life? How can you give glory to God in your current 
circumstances as Abraham did? 

• In light of Romans 4:3-5, examine your life for ways you are still acting as though you have to earn God’s 
love.  What is one thing you can do to experience God’s love rather than trying to earn it? 
 

Spiritual Inventory: Are you willing to allow God to show you who you really are? What might you might find out 
about yourself? What will you do this year to ensure you are trending the right way?                   
Spiritual Inventory: Where have you seen God’s compassions and mercies in your life this past year?  Where do 
you need to experience them this year to give you hope?  Spend time reflecting and asking God for it. 

Closing personal prayer:  Thank you, Lord, that in a world that seems to grow increasingly more fractured, 
chaotic, and complex you are there, in all your wisdom, with the simple answers.  You have already provided all 
we need through faith in the work and righteousness of Jesus, hope for each day and the future because you are 
eternally sovereign and your promises never fail, and your love freely given to us to share by showing charity 
with each other’s faults.  Please Lord, fill us this new year with faith, hope, and love. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ej_6dVdJSIU


Introduction 
 

The purpose of Paul’s letter is to confront Rome’s spiritual cancel culture with a cure.  When the Jewish 
Christians returned after being expelled from Rome for about five years, they found a very different church of 
Gentile Christians whose worship was different from their tradition.  These differences fractured the unity of 
Christ’s church, with everyone judging and accusing others of being guilty in their worship of God and lifestyles.   

Paul claims he has been set apart to announce that God’s plan for the world has been revealed through a 
descendant of King David—Jesus the Messiah.  Demonstrating God’s faithfulness to his covenant with Abraham.  

The flow of the letter follows the pattern of the ancient Jewish story of slavery and rescue.  Not only the Jewish 
people, but all of humanity is in exile due to the entrance of sin and death into the world.  Even the Jewish law 
could not defeat death and bring life.  It is as if Paul is in a Roman court bringing evidence in Chapter 1 that the 
godless who refuse to honor or give thanks to God have been given over to God’s wrath and even those who do 
acknowledge God fall far short.  In Chapter 2 Paul shows that the Jewish people, who have the law and also a 
historic, spiritual relationship with God, fall just as far short as the Gentiles.  All humanity is trapped and guilty. 

 In Chapters 3&4 God comes to rescue both Jews and Gentiles through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  A 
new worldwide family is being created in faith.  This family is not perfect because it is made up of sinners, just 
like us.  I like to think that I have a pretty great family, but as I reflected on that I had a surprising realization.  My 
extended family has included alcoholism, child abuse, drug addictions, suicide, domestic violence, homelessness, 
broken relationships, and a variety of other vices.  I am sure yours might be the same, so it shouldn’t be 
surprising that even our spiritual family through Abraham has struggles, discontent, and conflict at times.  Paul 
redirected them to focus on Jesus’ work in order to heal relationships. 

Faith in Jesus breaks the power of evil and makes us righteous, giving us freedom and hope.  Although many in 
Israel had failed to believe in the Messiah, this ended up bringing life to the rest of the world by joining us 
together in the faith of Abraham.  This was the message that God chose the Jews to bring to the world.  The 
offer of life through Jesus remains for all, and in the end God’s mercy will triumph over judgment.  How should 
we then live? 

Scripture 

3:3   3What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or what value is there in circumcision? 2 Much in every way! First of 
all, the Jews have been entrusted with the very words of God. 

3:22-25   22This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his 
blood—to be received by faith…  

4:3-5   3What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 5 However, to the one who does not 
work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.  

4:18-22   18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father if many nations, just as it had been said 
to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as 
dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through 
unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded 
that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”  


