
MEN’S LIFE BLOOMINGTON & GOD @ WORK  
 
Tuesday, December 8, 2020  
 
The Blessing of Giving – 2 Corinthians 
 
Overview:  Like the people from Corinth, so many of us don’t always learn our lessons the first 
time around. I personally can recall my father’s demeanor, tone and tenor becoming MUCH 
clearer to me when I either repeated a wrong, or simply ignored his direction.  I sense that in 
letter to the Corinthians delivered by Titus, they got what my brothers and I referred to as 
“Getting Ralphed”.  Ralph being my father.  This letter was the precursor to their repentance and 
the writing of 2 Corinthians in which so many lessons are taught.  One of which is the topics of 
giving and is covered in Chapters 8 & 9.  
 
At this time of year, we are each enlightened on the many ways in which we can give.  It can get 
lost on us why we should give, how blessed we are to be able to give, and how blessed we will 
be because of this giving.  
 
Video:  Bible Project 2 Corinthians:  https://bibleproject.com/explore/2-corinthians/ 
 
Segment Questions: 
 
8:8-9 Motivation 

• What are the tugs on your heart strings that make you want to give of your assets? 
• Do you have a predetermined bias on what and to whom to give to, and what and to 

whom not to give to? 
8:12 Amount  

• What assets do you personally have that you can give to someone in need?  
• What are you most comfortable giving? 

 
9:8-9 God’s Gift 

• Do you recognize the gifts that God gives to you on a regular basis? 
• How do you acknowledge them, if you do? 
• What do you wish to receive for your generosity to others?  

 
Action Questions: 

• If you are going to make a charitable contribution of money, do you give to a program, a 
person, or a person with a program?  And how do you want to be acknowledged? 

 
 
Closing Personal Prayer: 
Lord, please help my heart and head remember that Jesus was rich, yet for our sake He became 
poor, so that through His poverty I might become rich. Let me live a life focused on the greatest 
role model in the history of the world and allow me to become the person He wants me to 
become, and for my heart to stay soft to see the true needs of others and help where I am best 
able.  

https://bibleproject.com/explore/2-corinthians/


Introduction 
 
As shared in previous Men’s Life sessions, Paul had spent 18 months in Corinth before going to 
Ephesus where he spent 3 years building what some believe was his greatest ministry.  While 
there he wrote 1 Corinthians and then a visit to Corinth because the problems continued. 
Following this visit, he wrote the church a sever and sorrowful letter, which has been lost, that 
Titus personally delivered for Paul. 
 
Titus then meets up with Paul in Macedonia to share the good news that the church had repented 
their sins, and Paul writes 2 Corinthians defending his credentials and sharing his love and care 
for them.  In writing this letter he shares much of the suffering he faced for Christ and for them, 
motivating them to stand strong, and at the same time lets us come to know him better. 
 
One of the many topics covered is giving.  And at this time of year, we are each educated on the 
many ways in which we can give, and often disregard the reason why we should give, how 
blessed we are to be able to give, and how blessed we will be because of this giving.  
 

Scripture 
 

He encourages them to give to the poor saints in Jerusalem by appealing to the Macedonian’s gift 
(8:1-8), Christ’s gift (8:9), their own gift (8:10-9:14), and God’s gift (9:15).  
 
2 Corinthians 8:8-9, 8:12, 9:8-9 
 
8:8-9 Motivation 
NASB   I am not speaking this as command, but as proving through the earnestness of others the 
sincerity of your love also. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty we might become rich. 
The Message   I’m not trying to order you around against your will.   But by bringing in the 
Macedonians’ enthusiasm as a stimulus to your love, I am hoping to bring the best out of you. 
You are familiar with the generosity of our Master, Jesus Christ.  Rich as he was, he gave it all 
away for us-in one stroke he became poor and we became rich. 
 
8:12 Amount  
NASB   For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not 
according to what he does not have.  
Message   Once the commitment is clear, you do what you can, not what you can’t. 
 
9:8-9 God’s Gift 
NASB   And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency n 
everything, you may have an abundance forever good deed; as it is written “He scattered abroad, 
he gave to the poor, His righteousness endures forever.” 
Message   God can pour on the blessings in astonishing ways so that you’re ready for anything 
and everything, more than just ready to do what needs to be done. As one psalmist puts it, “He 
throws caution to the winds, giving to the needy in reckless abandon. His right-living right-
giving ways never run out, never wear out.” 


