
MEN’S LIFE BLOOMINGTON & GOD @ WORK 

Tuesday, October 27, 2020 

The Steadfastness of Hope – 2 Thessalonians 
Overview: In times of a COVID-19 pandemic and social distancing, fatigue and frustration can become a 
part of daily life. The Church at Thessalonica was being persecuted and confusion grew amidst false 
teachings. Paul wrote to them an uplifting message to persevere and continue to seek God for he is the 
source of our hope and our salvation. 
 
Video: BibleProject 2 Thessalonians:https://youtu.be/kbPBDKOn1cc 
 
Segment Questions: 

• How have you dealt with the fatigue and frustration that the past 8 months of life in quarantine 
has brought? 
 

• If you had to assign grades to your Faith, Hope, and Love, what would they be? Why? Are they all 
pretty equal of is there an imbalance? 
 

• In 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, Paul prays that “God makes them worthy of His calling.” What do you 
think this means?  
 

• Paul appeals to reason in each chapter of 2 Thessalonians on the facts that those who persecute 
them will be judged and how to discern whether or not Jesus has already come again. He 
concludes each section with a short prayer. What do you think of this writing style? What are its 
strengths and weaknesses? 
 

• How do you think the church felt reading the prayers of Paul for them? Have you ever received a 
written prayer from someone? If so, how did it make you feel? 
 

• Why was it important to “stand firm” for the Thessalonians? Is that always the best approach? 
Why or why not?  
 

• Why is peace in 2 Thessalonians 3:16 the perfect prayer for Thessalonica? For us? 

ActionQuestions: 
Read 2 Thessalonians1:11-12; 2:16-17; 3:16 

• Paul’s prayers were powerful and to the point. The Church needed to hear those prayers. Write 
and send a prayer with someone on God has put on your heart. 

• What are ways you can change fatigue and frustration into interest and intentionality? Choose at 
least one idea and dedicate yourself to the pursuit of being intentional this week.  
 

Closing Personal Prayer:  

Father God, We thank you for your unfathomable love and grace. Lord, help us past the fatigue and 
frustrations of our lives. Give us the strength to stand firm in you as we love those around us. Please give 
us the peace and comfort only you can give.  We love you and praise you, Lord! Amen  

https://youtu.be/kbPBDKOn1cc


Introduction 
Are you tired? I am. I am tired of masks and sanitizer. I am tired of political ads and fighting.  I am tired of 
online meetings and not giving and getting handshakes and hugs. Have you ever felt like you are just 
going through the motions of your day? Wake up, eat, work, eat, sleep, repeat and repeat. I have been 
there. I expect many of us have felt some of these feelings at some point over the past 8 months. Our 
routines have been altered and change is a must.  Frustrations can grow. As the pandemic lingers, Fear 
and Fatigue waxes and wanes, unfortunately, so does my Interest and Intentionality.  

The Church at Thessalonica continued to suffer persecution (I know, masks are not as bad as persecution) 
and began to grow confused about the Day of the Lord. Some believed that Jesus had already returned 
and they had missed the Second Coming, not worthy of the rapture. Frustrations grew. The Apostle Paul 
entered into their world again with another letter.  

In 1 Thessalonians 1:3, Paul mentions that in their prayers for the church, they remember “before our 
God your work of FAITH and labor of LOVE and steadfastness of HOPE in our Lord Jesus Christ.” That list 
sounds familiar, right? 1 Corinthians 13:13 – “So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love.” The content is the same, but the focus is shifted for the Thessalonians. By the 
time of the second letter, Paul commends the church in 2 Thessalonians 1:3 saying, “We give thanks to 
God our Father because your FAITH is growing abundantly, and the LOVE of every one of you for one 
another is increasing.” It seems they demonstrate improved faith and love, but hope is not mentioned.  

Paul’s short letter contains 3 prayers for the church. The first, in 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, says, “we 
always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for 
good and every work of faith by his power so that the name of the Lord Jesus may be glorified, and you in 
him.”  The second prayer, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 states, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and 
God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts and establish them in every good work and word.”  What beautiful prayers, right? The church 
seems tired from the persecution, and frustrated and confused from the false teachings. Paul prays that 
God bolsters them up to be worthy of God’s calling. 1 Thessalonians 2:12 words it “to walk in a manner 
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.” Knowing their frustration, Paul then prays 
that their hearts be comforted, and not only comforted, but rooted in every good work and good word so 
that they do not forget who it is that they serve. Paul continue to encourage them in 2 Thessalonians 
2:13-15 “God has chosen you as first fruits to be saved through sanctification by the Spirit and in the 
truth…so then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us.” 

In chapter 3, Paul warns against idleness, but to continue to contribute to their world around them. 2 
Thessalonians 3:11 states, “For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but 
busybodies.”  I am sure there is cultural context surrounding this verse, but it struck me that sometimes I 
feel like a busybody going through the motions of the day, but I feel like the inertia of day-to-day life is 
pulling me along, walking in idleness. Paul called them beyond that in 2 Thessalonians 3:13, “As for you, 
brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.” No matter the frustrations or fatigue.  Keep doing good. Keep 
walking in a manner worthy of God. The third and last prayer of Paul to the Thessalonians simply states, 
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way” (2 Thessalonians 3:16). The 
letter of 2 Thessalonians is a message of HOPE for a church that is fatigued and frustrated.  Find that 
steadfastness of hope again. Just like the Thessalonians, what we HOPE for shapes what we live for.  

 


