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Calling
• Calling, biblically, has a straightforward meaning.  In the 

Old Testament the word for “call” has the same English 
meaning.

• In the Old Testament calling has another important 
meaning — to call means to name, or call into being.

• In the New Testament “calling” is almost a synonym for 
salvation.

• In the New Testament — Jesus calls His followers to 
Himself, to other tasks, to peace, to fellowship, to eternal 
life, to suffering, and to service.



Calling is vital to us because it 
touches on our identity and the 
ability to understand ourselves.



Understanding “Calling”
is essential to stewarding
and investing the time,

talents and treasure God has 
entrusted to us.



Definition:

God’s initiative to call us to Himself so that everything we 
are — everything we do — everything we have is invested 
in response to His summons and service.

The Call 
Os Guinness



The words “call” or
“calling” are mentioned 239 times in 

the Old & New Testaments
• 80% of the time … people calling to God or 

other people

• 20% of  the time ... God calling to people



“Jobs are not big enough for 
people, because modern work 

lacks meaning — meaning 
comes with a sense of calling.”

The Call 
Os Guinness



“The works of monks and priests, however 
holy and arduous they be, do not differ one 
whit in the sight of God from the works of 
the rustic laborer in the field or the woman 
going about her household tasks, but that all 
works are measured before God by faith 
alone. . . . Indeed, the menial housework of a 
manservant or maidservant is often more 
acceptable to God than all the fastings and 
other works of a monk or priest, because the 
monk or priest lacks faith.”

— Martin Luther



Historical Examples of “Calling”

• Almost missed his calling

• John Newton’s intervention

• Led or participated in 69 initiatives — some 
“world-shaping”

William Wilberforce



We are not primarily called to 
do something or go somewhere; 

we are called to Someone.

1 Corinthians 1:9



Distinction  of Calling
• Corporate versus individual calling

– corporate - all believers
– individual - unique calling

• Normal calling versus special calling
– normal calling — sense of  life purpose in response to God’s 

call to follow Him
– special calling — direct, specific, supernatural communication 

from God

• Clarity of  calling versus mystery of  calling
– a clear sense of  calling comes through a time of  searching, 

including trial and error
– “Life is lived forward, but understood backward.”

Soren Kierkegaard



Biblical Examples of “Calling”
• John 21:15-19 Peter’s call reaffirmed
• Acts 13:1-3  Paul’s & Barnabas’ call
• Acts 26:4-18  Paul’s personal call
• 1 Corinthians 1:9  Every believer’s call
• 1 Corinthians 1:26-29  God’s call amplified 
• Ephesians 4:1  Live worthy of your calling
• 2 Thessalonians 1:11  Calling translated into action
• 2 Peter 1:10  Make sure of your calling



Biblical Examples of “Calling”
• Genesis 28:10-17    Jacob’s call
• Genesis 37:5-11   Joseph’s call
• Exodus 3:1 - 4:17  Moses’ call
• Deuteronomy 1:37 - 40 Joshua’s call

3:28 - 29
31:7 - 8:28

• Judges 6:11-13  Gideon’s call
• 1 Samuel 3:1-14  Samuel’s call
• 1 Samuel 9:11-10:25  Saul’s call
• 1 Samuel 16:1-12  David’s call
• 1 Kings 3:5-14  Solomon’s call
• 1 Kings 19:19-21  Elijah’s call

2 Kings 2:1-12
• Nehemiah 1:11  Nehemiah’s call

• Isaiah 6:1-10  Isaiah’s call
• Jeremiah 1:4-5  Jeremiah’s  call
• Ezekiel 2:1-2  Ezekiel’s call
• Joel 1:1-2  Joel’s call
• Micah 1:1  Micah’s call
• Zephaniah 1:1  Zephaniah’s call
• Zechariah 1:1-3  Zechariah’s call
• Matthew 4:18  James’ & John’s call
• Matthew 10:1-4 the call of the 12
• Mark 1:16  The call of Peter,   

Andrew, James & John 
• Luke 3:21 - 22  Jesus’ call
• John 1:43-49  Philip’s &  

Nathanael’s call



A Specific Project
Calling

Process of Calling Gideon 

Gideon minding 
his own business

Gideon’s 
fleece

Judges 6:11 - 8:30

Gideon defeats 
Midianites

God’s 
call

Gideon destroys  
Baal’s  altar

Gideon’s 
recruiting

40 years of rest

A) Initial Calling

B) Immediate Engagement



Long Term Development
Process of Calling Joshua 

Young spy
Approximately 

40 Years
God commissions 

Joshua

A) Initial Calling

Joshua 
commissioned by 

Moses

Deut. 1:38    
God tells Moses

Deut.31:23Deut. 3:28-29 
Deut. 31:7-8 

B) Delayed implementation of the calling



Calling Involving “Process”
Process of Calling Paul 

Initial call
Met with 

Peter
Barnabus 

recruits Saul
Paul & Barnabus 

called
Gentile 
Ministry

A) Initial Calling

Acts 15 
Council

Acts 9:1-9

3 years 14 years

Gal. 1:18 Acts 11:24 Acts 13:1-2 Gal. 2:1

B) Experience Factor

C) Implementation of Calling



How to Determine Your “Call”
• Listen to Jesus
• Determine your gifting
• Consider “sovereign” circumstances

– Family heritage
– Life opportunities
– God’s clear guidance

• Readiness to move forward
• Comes through a time of  searching with trial 

and error

– Consider what God is doing in your life…
“Spiritual Self  Awareness”



Calling Is Essential to Finishing Well
• Calling keeps us purposeful and maturing to the 

end of life.
– We may retire from jobs — but not from our individual 

callings.
• Calling should not only precede career but out-last 

it, too.  Vocations never end; occupations do.
• Calling encourages us to leave the entire outcome 

of  our lives to God.
• Calling gives us a “faith view” as we transition to 

real life with Christ.
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