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Corner of Saul’s Robe
1 Samuel 24:1-22

Major Segments:

e Saulis chasing David intent on killing David in order that Saul’s son Jonathan can be Israel’s next
king

e  God keeps Saul from finding David near the “Rock of Escape”

e Saul then is delivered into David’s hands and David has the opportunity to kill Saul

e David spares Saul then confronts him and Saul realizes David’s righteousness and loyalty

Segment Questions:

e Inthe beginning of the story Saul is very close to capturing David. What happens to keep Saul
from completing his mission? Is this coincidence or providence?

e later Saul returns to search for David and complete his mission against David. What happens
when Saul stops briefly to relieve himself in the cave? How do David’s men react to David’s
apparent lack of courage? How does David feel about cutting the corner of Saul’s robe off? What
is David’s response to his men?

e  David confronts Saul. How does he address Saul? Does David’s tone indicate how he feels about
Saul? How does Saul react to David’s talk? What does Saul ask of David?

Action Questions:

e Would David have been justified in killing Saul once Saul was delivered into his hands in the cave?
After all, David knew of God’s promise to make him king. How do we apply this principle of
waiting on God to act in our own lives?

e David knew that he was the chosen one to succeed Saul but he allows God to be the one to
remove Saul and anoint David. To whom is David loyal, Saul or God?

e How can we know we are in God’s will, allowing Him to act as He will without taking control and
being God’s agent of change?



1 Samuel 24:1-22

From: www.btstories.com

Saul started chasing David from place to place. At one point, they came to a large rock formation.
David and his men were on one side, and Saul’s army was on the other. If Saul had gone a little
farther, he would’ve seen David and been able to get him.

Just then a messenger went to Saul and said, “Hurry! You need to come back. The Philistines
have invaded our land!” So Saul had to retreat in order to save the nation from the Philistines.
After that, that rock formation was called “Rock of Escape.”

David moved his men to the canyons of En-gedi. After Saul was done fighting the Philistines, he
heard that David was at En-gedi. He selected 3,000 of his best soldiers and took them toward En-
gedi.

Along the way, Saul stopped, and went into a cave to relieve himself. He didn’t know David and
his army were in the back of that cave. His men were thrilled that the Lord had given Saul to
David. They whispered, “Kill him!”

Instead, David quietly got close and cut off the corner of Saul’s robe. Instantly, he felt guilty for
doing this. He said to his men, “Hear what I’'m saying. God anointed Saul to be king over Israel.
Even my little finger won’t hurt him.” He held his men back so Saul could leave the cave
peacefully.

As the king was walking away, David came out and yelled, “My lord the king!” Saul stopped and
looked back. David was standing there. He said, “Who are you listening to? Who told you |
wanted to hurt you? Look at the corner of your robe. It's missing because I’'m holding it in my
hand. God gave your life to me when you came into this cave. My men told me to kill you, but |
didn’t because you’re my king. You’re the Lord’s anointed, and | would never hurt you.

“Listen to what I’'m saying. | haven’t sinned against you. Still you’re trying to kill me. I'm asking
the Lord to judge between us, and | know he will make things right. But | will never hurt you.”
When Saul heard this, he broke down and cried. He said, “Oh my son David, you’re more
righteous than I. You have only returned good for all the bad I've done to you. How is it that the
Lord gave me to you, and you didn’t kill me? Who’s heard of such a thing?

“Now | know it’s true. You’ll be king over Israel. Oh David my son, swear to me by the Lord. When
you’re king, don’t kill my descendants. Don’t eliminate my father’s name from our tribe.” So
David made that vow to Saul.

The king then took his men and returned back home. David went back into hiding. About that
same time, the prophet Samuel died, and everyone in Israel mourned his death.
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